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For Immediate Release*

*Regards an event running August 24-26, 2005
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Chicago Comedy Theaters dish up downtown laughter.
“Laughing AT LUNCHTIME: A cOMEDY BUFFET”

To PROMOTE COMEDY IN DOWNTOWN OFFICE BUILDINGS

Shortly after announcing the launch of their new website, www.chicagocomedyassociation.com, the Chicago Comedy Association adds a new prong to their attack on the unsuspecting (serious) people of the Windy City:  downtown office buildings.  From August 24 to August 26, the lunch hours at four downtown locations on Chicago’s New East Side – the Hyatt Regency, 303 E. Wacker, Michigan Plaza, and Park Grille – will feature performances by local comedy theater companies.  Everything from standup to sketch to improvisation will be provided from 11:30am-1:30pm at each location over each of the three days, and each is free to the public.

“We’re basically doing 12 two-hour shows in three days,” said event creator Angie McMahon, also of Chemically Imbalanced Comedy, one of the troupes performing.  “The format is set up so people can walk in and out, eat their lunch, and enjoy a sampling of Chicago comedy before they go back to work.  Every location will have a different line up every day.  So, people will have a great time, even if they go every day of the event!”

The event is co-sponsored by Chicago’s New East Side Association, which is composed of the key property owners, management companies and leasing agents that represent the neighborhood bounded by Lake Michigan, Millennium Park, Michigan Avenue and The Chicago River.  Dick Pither, Executive Director, put it best, “Chicago’s New East Side is home to not only world class office buildings, three of the most prestigious hotels in Chicago, a virtual plethora of high-end residential living opportunities including the newly developed Lakeshore East, and amenities and retailers galore, it connects two of our city’s most outstanding features, Millennium Park and the Chicago River.  Our goal has always been to create the number one spot to live, work and “breathe” in Chicago, and with the offering of things like Farmer’s Markets and our newest venture, “Laughing At Lunchtime: A Comedy Buffet”, we are hoping to enhance the experiences of the 150,000 people who work, visit and enjoy our area on a daily basis.”

-- MORE –

teaching downtown business about off loop comedy

Even though many of the members of the Chicago Comedy Association are excited to cheer up the weary downtown business person, their objective is clear:

“We want butts in seats,” says Matt Elwell, a founding member of the CCA, and a current member of their Executive Committee.  “Comedy in this city is largely an Off Loop experience with the sketch and improv forms relegated almost entirely to the North Side.  We want people to have a chance to try a little comedy, get hooked and then become regular comedy junkies, just like rest of us.” 

To that end, several comedy theaters will be providing flyers and discounts at comedy information tables to be staffed at each location.  The schedule of each performance will be provided in the lobbies of the four buildings, as well as available on the Chicago Comedy Association website, when finalized.

THE CHICAGO COMEDY ASSOCIATION

The Chicago Comedy Association, a fledgling organization that relies entirely on the donations of its constituents’ time and efforts, started two years ago with a vision of branding Chicago as the “Comedy Capital of the World.”  While official membership in the organization requires membership with the League of Chicago Theaters, Elwell says the CCA welcomes any organization whose mission is one of live comedy production, regardless of form.

“If the overwhelming majority of your production schedule is sketch, improv, stand-up, alternative comedy, original ensemble comedic plays, etc. – you should be working with the Chicago Comedy Association.”  When asked about the wisdom of competing companies working together, Elwell said, “our competitors are not each other.  There are so many other competitors for the entertainment dollar of Chicago citizens and visitors that comedy theaters must work together to create a buzz larger than any could do on their own.”  Organizations interested in working with the Chicago Comedy Association should contact Matt Elwell at matt@comedysportzchicago.com.
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